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_Albert Reef in Tom Cottell's "Ranui".

(j\e levelled off on the bottam, All erownd, the curious sea-liliss (or cr1n01ds) grem

B inspection, Further on, a school of golden snapper had found a large cle.ft in the reef
& hung there, moving in small circles over the yellow & orange clumps of sponge on °
‘the bottom, It was incredible! Suddenly, thers in front, .the largest granddaddy hapuka
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Follow1ng in the tra11 of those Faster canp piongers, a small: groupAqf club
veterans et out -ong morning to rediscever the diving of Matai.Bay.

t? . With a hired .Cemmer van to carry the ususl gear:(as well as Garry T, Jang:J &
a

elf) we h;t the starter button in grand style = to find a dead- battery, Normally, the
enthusiasnm %o get away (which is slways felt gt the start of such a diving trip) carriss
us through such 1little incidents, & this was to be no exception, The.others.tock of'f,

& I started walking. for help. Much later, & after tremendous odds had been oversome,

_We arrived up North to find the others taking bets on our arrival . time, &itrying to

keep. themuselves awaske, Garry & Jane, both haggard & whlte, were too pelite te comment

on the driving & found relief ;n putting dinner on while we put the tents: up & made camp. . ¢
It rained in'the night, but next mornlng with a light fine.day we set out for the | E

. While Garry & Dave C+B scraped their flashbulbs we checked WEight-belt51& comps,

' ‘ 1
burned air en & fought for balance as the swell rocked the boat, The first 60' or so - - 4

down were unusually barren, but further'dowm schools of fish surrounded us & at 100!

in & profusion of waving black—branched tentacles while Mado with their bright yellow
& black strlpes were everywhere, Schools of small trevalli. continually passed over with
their whltlsh sides, & the inevitable 1nqplslt1ve kingfish appsared for their brief

I's ever seen glared malevolently up, & a yellow moray behind him emphasized the point
¢ a nasty little hole. The DCP needle meenwhile was creeping up fast, so we too crept
up fast & surfaced , to fird the others heading towards the boat,

After o cup of tea & patiently listening to the ravings of other enraptured i
dlvers, it was time to go down again over a new rock this time with a speargun. Immed-
-1ately the water was filled with blue moo-mao & 5 or 4 largs fish below them rose 4o
do battle, I dived down just as they started to turn, & fired. For a few seconds there .
was pandemonium, but in kss than a mlnute he had been subdued & passed up to the boat : if
whose stern bobbed just above all the actlon. This acted llke a shot of adrenalin on

those who hadn't been in the water & evelyone went over the side. The hunt was on, & o

w1th1n 15—20 minutes two 10 1b mokd (blue) & a larger snapper (expertly speared by
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That mght & bonfire blazed on glme beae'h &after a d.lnner of curl" e& minde ¢

, washed ﬂbwn with wine, we ?@a’.’gted on the s%@pei‘ }c moki, stuffed by Jane & ba.ked. over
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The next two dayi;*r. ere,:peu’ g
: :"'18f~8.$1n5 ctaft., Tliagdlv:mg & skindiving were great, with
; : hegvy : oll oy, spears & drog-of‘f; Tony B, shomng ,hlu

':b.waén t loohng;: the only Hngf‘lsh On tha.a

'd.:L’t;ons were just as good) but Wlt%h %:he water
L .wex‘e dropped by
Graham at the ed.ge of & po:.nt where trevalli were school:.ng, & true tc form we were

oy

5y O fzru:&nt_:)ho:r'eei,L crusté’léea & othermucka }ﬂ?

immediately surrounded by ‘Hordes of them, whilst 2 small school of 1arge snapper lurked
below, We must have used every trick in the book to try & get o shot at those |napper,
but they wouldn® give us a chahbt’ *Ron V :ho‘b B gooé—s:.zed trevalli, & its struggles
quickly bapught. a kingfish, out.'of the deep. There,” with' the k-:l.ngf’:l.sh-absorbed in

trying to bite the tepevalll. dangling below Hi's Flippers,- I had the sa‘bisfact:.en (")

of a point-tlank:shot bouncing: off.a g:l.ll-pla‘te. D:.v:.ng Wes near-to-perf'ect ’out. the /"7
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best part-of the.saga was. yet to.come,~ !0 ¢

. wivwe «The previous .efternoon John 87&-Tony B hed-debided to: go.for a 'Shéilbw"iﬁhg”

dive: just off Matai Bay; & had:stumbled on a*reef full-of creys. Unprepared as they
were; without' gloves -or ‘bags,” John' managed to pick up five 1&rge bugs; ‘& by tangling -

- them up in the lihs of my-: spear-gun we! managed o :bring thenm ashorél We' dec:.ded a.f’ser

making two to three hundred eross-referentes-on. the: position, theb’ the Trest wuuld‘be
.left for tomarrew. . v .- -:3;f; A fu;.fﬂ< T = R R
. Next efternoon, hav1ng left: plenty.of time & 1000~odd ‘lbiin: 2 ‘of- alr we

anchored over the reef & casually sulted=-up, An ait of prof6531onallsm Was. present, wibl
even Graham preparing to do. his worst., With our force of six, we'split up in® ‘pairs: two
to- cover the right flank two to the left & two forming the main atfzck dohm’' the  cewtrc.
Everything wes planned & ready - we' just. hoped that the: crays would. still e there;‘And
they werel From every crack & ledge: the tell-tale feelérs: ‘poked, while all sround me’ \
dower halves:of divers protruded from holes & under overhbngs.: The clouds' of aaEd flylng
with bits: of feelers & occasionel leégs testified to the struggle which wad raging -
ftqrcely. The the turning point ccme when a 51b nmele was captured, Crayflsh were orawllr;
over the bottom at this stage, & although we 1gnored the many infants & pregrant” fetidies

among them the wzles were easy prey. The rims of the sasks gréw hot' with opening & clos—

. =ing, but the end was in sight. Finally, with air 3.ow we were forced- to'asdend bt

-the viotory was purs. We cou.B. leave HMatai Bay the next day with Honour = and crayf‘lsh'

No more would parents, flatmates ‘& girlfriends smile synpatheta.cally to stories of”

diving bounties, told.with empty hands - the Broof would be i their handst - - %
- And o, with our thanks to Greham Philip for his invaluable help, we left Matai,

.The water was again flat calm & the sun wes . beginning +¢ heat up. An omen for nhext-

time? We'll soon seey - - - Lo R L S I A o e
i Dave Rowe., ..
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_New Membe rs.

Blennerhasset Alisteir J. 6 Harenwoocl Place B:erenhead Lo i wi e 483425

Kn.rcher John _2‘7 B:erwood Crescent Parnell B T T B S
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AVENDMENTS to_thc Addresscs of Mcmbers, given in the April Newsletter.

*Anoarc, John - 85 Onslow Rd; Epsom 688792 :
*Davison, Paul R - 21 Manawai Rd; Remucra =~~~ . o hoo T SR Do gugogg 2
Bacon, Marjoric R. " 8 Glenmore Rd; Pakuranga = iﬁrii'ﬁﬁ% Ui pagstg §
Clinton~Beker, David ~*' 28 King Bdward Ave; Epsom ~° = g e S 800812 '
Grace, Roger V. ' 8 Glenmore Rd; Pakursnga - ‘ ":“"_f‘””r 569518

*Hall, Heather ' = Flat 2, 10 Bcllwood Ave; Mb, Bden  “ 1" "' 604649

*Hart, Dick . 47 Tawa Crescent, Menureva - AN 68024
*Holrayd, Wayne E, 19 Hedley Rd; lit. Roskill ‘. St 695999
*1lrvine, Kierin 28 King Edward Avej Epsom'j' o fﬁif'i'“:::‘ 600812
*Jersc, Adriana ‘ Flat 3, 96 Titirengi Rd; Titiremgi = . o
*Jones, Merk 8 King Goorge Avo;‘Epsoml'E R *f' . 604130

*Lane, Don 21 Sclwyn Ave; Mission Bay B " ﬁL?f#' i”w'584668
Lindsay, John Clark (Ident:.cal with Clazk, John)

*LcCullough, Jenny 2 Fairview Rd; kt. Edcn | .‘; . 'ﬁizﬁﬁf o "'657111
Murrsy, Tony 8 King Geerge Ave; Epsom (Committee) ;:_ :fi 604130
*Parker, G, 75 Tc AtatuRd; Te Atatw " HEN 63861
Watkins, W, B, P,0, Box 50012, Auckland @ 0 o o
*Westerby, B. 127 Peary R3; Mt, Bden 7 gogogy
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6,50pm on Thursday 1-7~71, in thc Botany Lecture. Theatre.,
Bring along your slides & prints of diving activitics (above & below watcr), to dlsplay
to the other members! Bring your friends along to this meetlng, sc that they: can lcarn
sonething about the Club's activitics, _ '
At this mecting, photographs will be sclected for the Club's entries to this
year's Photogrephio Coﬁtcst, which will be held in the Caf¢teria from 7pm to 9.30pm
on Friday, 50-7-71 (with a Social to follow). Entrants in the Photographic Contest
will be able to tapc their commentaries on their entries, at a special meetlng on
Friday 25-7-71. B
€i TRATNING COURSE.

Last term, after the closurc of the Tcpid Baths, sessioné wera éfrangcd in
another smaller pool, with the trainecs divided into Groups A & B. Group B had &
somewhat chilly hour in the open~air pool, since the management had forgotten to
turn on the heating!l The following week, on the days before Group A's session, the
nanagement assured us that the heating was on, & that the pool would be comfortablyl
warm, Four hours after the last such assurance, the mansger's secretary telephoned
to tell us that the maintenence staff had drainecd the pool, & begun painting itil!

This term, the Baths sessions have resumed at the Tepid Baths‘ from 9 to 10pm

on Wednesdays. Groups A & B (listed in detail on the Notice Board) have sessions in

elternate weeks, with each trainee needlng a full set of gear (regulator, tank & pack}
for the hour in the pool, .
Timetable for the Remsinder of the Course: ;
Wednesday, 25-@-71. ne lecture, ?aths session for Group'B._
Thursday, 24—6—71, 6.80pm, Lecture on Resuscitation by Dr. Adaif. .
Wednesday, 30-6-71, 7pm, Lecture by Roger Grace, Baths session for Group A.
Wadnesday, 7-7-71, (during Mid-Term Bresk), Baths scssion for all ably to attend,
Wedncsdey, 28~7-71. . LI u. oo . Baths Tast (Pant ).




_ The Theary Tosy m, f.he.heldat‘?mwlkdncadayiu-?-ewa.ntbchthhmur,
% the Baths Tosts will be followed by the Sca Tests, at dstes to be erranged.. . = ‘

“PRie duive %Msw = T

A boat has been booked for l~dey trlpa to Rekino & the Noisies, on Tuesday 6th fk[
July & Thursday 8th July, leaving fuckland at, Bam & returning 5pm, The charge will. hco*f!
$80 d:.v:l.d.ed between 20 (or fewer) divers, Consult the ‘Noticce=Bozrd for details. '
... -If enough people are interested, we might arrange a 48~hour diving trip to thcfi
Great Barrler Island. The boat would cost 3200 for up to 12 divers. oo S

Club Library.

As we.s mentioned in the prev10us Ncwsletter, %hc Club has begun to operatc ats
ovn 11brary, by courtesy of the Blologlcal lerarlan. Copies of "Skindiver", & of . o
"DIVE South Pacific", provided by the Club arc.on displey in the Bidogical lerary,‘-l
& Club members may borrow books froz our collcctlon by epplying to the staff of the.. =
onloglcal Library. lewmbers are invited to, loan (or gzve) books of diving 1nterest for
* the Club's collection : books loancd for the collectlon may - be retrieved by thc QWnsr
at any time, The collectign at present cootains the followlng bookss
Anthany Adpers, "A Book of Dolphlns" John Murray, 1962. ST
- ﬁ delightful popular account of dolphlns & Man v detalled scgount of Opo.l: R :
George P, Bass, "Archeology Under Water", Penguin, 197q, Ty B ~‘m*£i} ok
) The techniques of underwater archeology, by a maJor innovator in thet fleld.-ﬁ
Llcyd Brldges "Mask & Flippers", W, H, Allen, 1961. )
A popular account of underwaper adventupe) - UV ET L e
Philippe Dicld, "The Underwster: Adventure”, Sidguick & Jeckson, 1958, & Jyncal & pcet:.c
ocaceount of diving, by one of the earliest writers %o use aqualunga. T
Philippe Diolé,. “The Scas off Sieil y", Sidgwick & Jackson, 398, ol L s e
& personal & introspective hook, on diving around Sicily,’:: i '

Arthur C.' Clarke, "The Desp Range"™, Pan, 1968, Lo e IR
A remarksble novel, about whale-farmlng next cen%ury.,-]iw":fr~f{t-al.ﬁr'
Jacques Cousteau, "The Living Sea", Hemish Hawmilton, 1963, BT PR

What need be said about any ‘book by Coustenu, except "Resd iti"g
H, E. Dobbs, "Underwater Swimming®, Collins, 1961. A couprehensive guide,.slightly‘dotcd?
" Prederick Dumas, "Deep-Water Archeology", RKP, 1964; ‘ B
A teohnlcal account by ong of Cousteau‘s magor colleagues.
Robert Gibbings, "Blue Angels & Whalcs" Dent 19&7. Remorkable underwater palntlngs h;_
& drawings of life in coral rcefs. Flrst publlshed in the 1950'5. "‘ o
C. P, Idyll, "The Abyss", Constable, 1965, 4 1ayman 8 gulde to deep-water llfe. .
hergaret L. Leslie, "Animals of the Rocky Shere of NZ" Reea 1968. i useful gulde.‘r"
Barry Lines, "DOWnunder“ Horw1tz 1970, &4 detalled vulde to lelng around Australlu,
wzth fine colour photographs & useful adv1ce on underwater photography.
lirthur W. Parrott "The Quecer & the Rarc FlShCS of NZ", H&S 1960 Title descrlbes it,
Robert E, Schroeder “Somethlng Rich & Strange" Allen & Unw1n 1967 Diving in the
' Carlbbean by ohe of the flrst zoologlsts to practxse nlght lelng.“
Vselovod Romanovsky "Conquest of the Dccp", Studio Vlsta 1965. & compreheﬁ31ve account.
Claf Ruhen, "Tangaroca's Godchlld", Macdonald, 1962. A 1yrloa1 & rhapsodlo account of the
author's early life, w1th the Dunedln sea shore as the domlnant 1anuence on hin,
T. J. Wal&ron & J. Gleason "Thc Frogmen" Evans 1970 ’ _
Leo Zanelli (edltor) "Underwater Swmmmlng" Kaye & Ward 1969 A,oooprehenslve technlc e
guide to SCUBA lelng, produced by the Brltlsh SubeAqua Club

e w;ll soon add to our collcctlon, three superlatlvcly 1llustrated books abguf
dJ.Vlng in 'r”-wf“ -!'TH?": watars iRl d ol




